
 
                                                                                                        11th January 2019 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
I cannot believe we are fast approaching the middle of January. Where does the time 
go? 2019 will be a very significant one for our Council, with elections in May, and the 
number of Councillors being reduced from 39 to 28. 
 
Last year ended on a very positive note with the Council unanimously voting to support 
the purchase of 88 empty homes on the former Ministry of Defence site in Ely, and 
taking the first step to set up a ‘not-for-profit registered provider’ of affordable housing. 
This will involve establishing a company limited by guarantee; East Cambridgeshire 
Housing Association.  
 
I hope you enjoyed the Festive Season.  I was fortunate to have a very rewarding 
career in entertainment management.  I had always planned to retire in my 50’s, much 
to the surprise of some people.  After I retired, I was frequently asked if I missed the 
showbiz scene.  One time of the year I did miss and still do, is the Christmas Season; 
whether we were staging a pantomime or a musical production.  They were magical 
days in the theatre, which I greatly enjoyed. 
 
Whilst mentioning Christmas, I must pay a huge tribute and heartfelt thanks to John 
and Helen Attlesey for the amazing display of lights, which covered their house in Julius 
Martin Lane, Soham.  As you will see from the photograph below, the display had it all. 
Their efforts in raising money for various charities is to be widely applauded, and 
having passed their house on a number of occasions, and seen  many people admiring 
the display, I know how much it was appreciated.  My daughter Rebecca, who lives in 
Soham and took the photograph, has also informed me that the display was voted 
winner of Britain’s Best Christmas Lights, by the viewers of ITV’s “This Morning” 
programme.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
On the civic scene, our first engagement this year was yesterday, when Roslyn and I 
attended the Annual General Meeting of Disability Cambridgeshire; an organisation 
who undertake valuable work in assisting disabled people with a range of problems. 
As with many charities, they face a continual challenge in attracting funding.  The 
service they provide depends upon the services of volunteers, all of whom have my 
greatest admiration.  The meeting was followed by a presentation by a representative 
from The Red Thread Fellowship.  They offer help to local charities to become more 
sustainable.  
 
Last Saturday evening, Councillor Lis Every, the Vice Chairman, represented the 
Council at the Duke of Edinburgh Award Presentation Ceremony in Huntingdon, which 
acknowledged the success of 30 young people who achieved the Gold Award in the 
county during the past year.  
 
Over recent weeks it was gratifying to receive comments from a number of people on 
how much they enjoy reading Chairman’s Chat.  The newsletter serves to give 
recipients an indication of the role of Council Chairman.  I add other snippets of news 
when appropriate, but am always open to suggestions.  Although I am on the last few 
months of my term in office, I will be pleased to include any items you may care to 
submit. 
 
Forthcoming Meetings 
 
Week commencing 14th January 2019: 
Tuesday, 15th January 2019, at 5.30pm in the Council Chamber – Community 
Services Committee; 
 
Week commencing 21st January 2019: 
Monday, 21st January at 4.30pm in the Council Chamber – Regulatory Services 
Committee 
 
With Kind Regards 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Councillor Peter Cresswell 
Chairman of Council 
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